Approved For Releasel 200 S1UGHMESCTEMESP88- 01315R000300510139- 3. Pp ST heksen, Pf 


Files on Mafia, 


CIA Plot fo Kill: 
Castro Disclosed: : 


BY ROBERT L. JACKSON® 
' and RONALD J, OSTROW~ 


_ Tames Stat writers 
ANASHINGTON The Rocke‘eiler : 


‘camer i OviaININE ione-secret 


Tastice Lkesariment files that detuik : 
Saw underworld dizures.once cooper. 
ved) with re Coptral Intettien sce 
“wency ina piot (n assassinate Cusan - 
» Eee rmier Fidel Costra. 
“ha existence of these Fecoris. KELL 
a eked sate, was disclosed to try 
cemmission neaced oy the Vico Pre-- 
vient earlier this month pv a 
Wilson, formerty head of tre Justice 
Depart tment's criminal Aa ow, as 
learned Tuesday. : ; 
Wilson contirmed i an interview | 
ihat he had testified about the tiles | 
“with the permission of the. Justice 
Department." The records are under- 


-lood to name Chicago gangster Ui- | - 


uncana and an associate, Johnny Ross 
selli, as part of the planned CLA oper- 
ation in 1961. Rosselli. now a Florida 
resident, lived in Los Angeles in 1961. . 

Plans to kill Castro reportedly be. 
gan as part of the ill-fated Bay of | 
Pigs j invasion in April, 1961, and cone | 
tinued sporadically until 1963. 

A. William Olson, another former | 
assistant attorney general and now a i 
Pasadena lawyer, said that the CIA- 
related documents might inchule cor- | 
respondence between the FBI and 
the intelligence agency as well az’: 
Justice Department memes. 

"I remember there being a highly 

_ Classified file," said Olson, who head-, 
ed the department's internal security ' 
division from 1972 to ‘1973 "There: 

. Were memos and a number of letters: 


(21 MAY 1975 


_ possibly Tequésts ‘for information 
trea: Lhe PBI to the CIA.’ 
ne sai the fide ‘showed that 
‘iheve, Were sonic abortive attempts 
nude on the life of Castro that our. 
“overnment had something to do 
“with.” 

‘Wilson re fused to give details about . 


~Laternent lo the “Rockefeller come. : 


~u. Le noted that the presiden- 
cf ‘hy. ippointed panel ‘Was.lo report 
du its investigation of the CIA's oper- 
ations ext month. 
"3 zal those records were classified 


wit coat ia the Justice Department, " he: 


ha} ‘atch. 
Wilson quit the department m Oc- 
ee 1971, while under fire for his 
vuivement ina Texus banking 
of oil He now pracuces law in 
Lasting 


White House and Justice Depart. : 
“oek sources’ suid Uhe documents 
were being assembled for the corm- 
i ion. by John .C. Keenev, acting 
ihe es the department’ S criminal di- . 


as 


nenate select Comnutttee on! 

iliwence Activities learned of the . 

whts several weeks ago and 

er) > hus asked for them, committee 
vés said. 

.. pecently as last week, dusuce 
Bepartment spokesman. Robert 
Siev enson told The Times that there | 
né records connecting Rossclil | 


valk ahh. 
sn) sand } bo he id cheeked with the ar- 
tik nized crime section of the criminal 
mon: 
“WN; c roverds apparcutly have ween! 
ehuly held. One former internal se: | 
eurky division offical wha refuzed! 
te bi hh name be used, said that Os aoe ea 
‘documents had been keptin a Speaial 
safe and that the key was-entrusted 
only to the division’ head. 
Reports that Rosselli, a protege of 


- Gjancana, had been involved in CIA- 


backed attempts to kill Castro wer 
first published by columnist Jack An 
derson in January, 1971: i 
Anderson said that Rosselli either 
had helped plan or direct six &1- 
tempts on Castro's life. On two occa: 
sions Rosielli arranged with Cubang 
tn plant poison capsnles iy Castro's 
food. und on, other ‘eccusions rifle 
squads were’sent to Cuba, the colum- 
nist said, but the SueIDpIS were un- 
suecessful, 
In Fats. 1574, ‘lial Rosselli: was 
sccking a reduced sentence after his 


esde ination plot. otever- 


conviction in the Beverly’ “Hills Fri-! - 
ar’s Club card-cheating case, his at- 


torney referred to his work for the , 


CIA. in open court. 
“Attorney: : Adrian. P, Marshall aa 


‘that .Rosselli had "rendered a valua-. 


ble and - dangerous service to .the 
‘country" ‘py taking part in a mission 
to kill Castro. Rosselli "had a boat 
shot out from under him" en route to 
Cuba, Marshall said. 


Giancana: is believed by govern- : 


P- Ostrow, Reon 
CIA 702 2 he eleeh 


a A oe of AEs je 
iy, 


o hk gr / _ 


ment sources to have had a re 


motive for arranging Rosselli's:part- 
cipation in assassination plots: 


As’ perennial targets of federal. 
prosecutors, the racketeers hoped to 
build credit for any possible future: - 
actions against them. They hoped :. 
also, by eliminating Castro, to be abl: 
to reopen lucrative gambling casino: 

chat had been closed by the Cubais 
ieader. me : 


i, remains unclear how high “ 
government circles—even within 1: 


‘CIA—the knowledge or approval: 4 un 


the murder plans extended at that 
i time. ” 


The Associated Press reported ° 


‘tuesday that then-Atty. Gen. Robert 
FX Kennedy: apparently had not 
‘known about. the Giancana-Ro--ell 
: Involvement until 1962. 


' The AP quoted an Uunidentifice furs | 
mer-CIA official:as saying thie, he 
had first informed Kennedy ot thea 
‘rele ip. 1962/and. that Kenedy had 
_eptes: "The next time you veut with | 

the 


Phe New York Times repor ted that | 
Js slice “Department. documents ta-’ 
flude tnemoranda tg Kennedy trons 


iS Edgar Hsover,, Lest heal of the 
FBI, expressing concern that Gienca- 


na had re: ceived favorable treatment. 
from the department in 1864 because 


of his CLA activities. 


The purported favorable treatment 
Hoover referred to was a decision not 


to recall Giancuna berore’ a second’ 


federal grand jury in Chicago after: 


he hud been juiled 12 months for re- 


‘fusing to testify before the first one. : 
4 
at hy be . or. 


fia esael ee 


Llowever, Wiilsar Go Phundioy. 
heud of the Justice Dupliutscnu's or- 
ganized crime section ut that time, 
eid that he never knew of ans Gian- 
cure invetvement with th > CLAL Ele 
said Giuncana hud not been brought 
before another grand jury because 


ie git i 


Lose 


Malla come to me first.” ae 


ach action would have amountcd to.” 
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